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FIAS President says |OC recognition is “crucial” for
countries seeking funding

By Daniel Efchells at the Minsk Sports Palace @ Saturday, 20 May 2017 » add comment 4 |1 KA B2

International Sambo Federation (FIAS) President Vasily Shestakov has claimed that
recognition of the sport from the International Olympic Committee (IOC) is "crucial” for
countries seeking Governmental support and funding, adding that it is less important
for powerhouses Russia.

Earlier this year, Russian Olympic Committee (ROC) President Alexander Zhukov said sambo
is on the right track for one day featuring on the programme of the Olympic Games, but admitted the process will not
be a quick one.

Sambo was one of 14 sports to miss out on provisional recognition from the IOC in December as the International
Cheer Union and International Federation of Muaythai Amateur were both accepted.

It marked the latest snub for the FIAS which had been hopeful of being put forward for full recognition at the IOC
Session in Rio de Janeiro in August, only to be overlooked along with several other Federations.

Speaking to insidethegames here at the European Sambo Championships in Belarus’ capital, Shestakov implied it is
a question of when not if the FIAS will get over the line.
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